WHAT GOD REQUIRES OF US
REPENTANCE!
“Lord God, give me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word, those who are weary.  Morning by morning, waken my ear to hear as those who are taught.”

By God's grace, we are endeavoring to look at the heart attitudes he requires of us in our day-to-day walk with him, and in these first few studies, we are concerned, primarily with those attitudes of heart that he seeks in us, so that he himself may teach us.

At this point, I think it necessary to stress again that we don’t mean that anyone should stop listening to God's servants, but rather that we should be very careful to listen to what God is saying, through those people.

Our greatest spiritual need is to get the unleavened bread of God's Word into our systems (Ex.12:1-13, especially verse eight, Ex.16:13-31, Matt.26:17-29, Jh.6:27-63), so that it may flush out of us any and all of man's ideas and beliefs; including our own. (Jh.15:3)  

If we listen only to what men or women are saying - especially when talking of "I think", or "I believe", or "I feel" - we are in very grave danger of ending up with the leavened bread of man's ideas, instead of the unleavened Word of God; the leaven being the bits and pieces which man adds, in order to make the Word more appealing to man. (Matt.16:6-12, 2Tim.4:1-4, 3:1-7)

This matter of the unleavened bread of heaven is, as always, of vital importance when we come to repentance. By-and-large today, it is sadly neglected, or toned down - watered down - until it means very little. But within God's Word, it is right at the very beginning of everything.  John the Baptist's ministry was one of preaching a baptism of repentance from sin (Mk 1:4) in order to prepare the people of God for Christ. (Luke 1:5-17, especially verse seventeen)  When Jesus preached the gospel of God, he began with repentance. (Mk 1:14-15)  Peter, in Jerusalem, in answer to the question of what people were to do, began with the word 'Repent!' (Acts 2:38) And Paul, in summing up his ministry to Jews and Gentiles, stated that he declared that they should, first of all, rep​ent. (Acts 26:19-20)

God himself says he will look to the contrite (repentant) in spirit (Is 66:2); that he will dwell with and revive them (Is 57:15); and that it is a sacrifice - something which really costs - acceptable to him. (Ps 51:17)

All too often we see repentance as being just a turning from past sin - which it is of course - but we fail to carry it to its full extent within the Word - that is a total repentance from 'DEAD WORKS' (Heb 6:1}, where that text classifies it as being part of the elementary, or foundation doctrines of Christ.

This facet of repentance is best summed up by the words of Jesus, 'Without me you can do nothing’ (Jh 15:5); Paul's words 'In my flesh dwells no good thing’ (Rom 7:18); and Joseph's words when standing before Pharaoh, as he made it clear that the wisdom which he spoke was not his own, but came from God. (Gen.41:16)

These scriptures, along with many others, make it very clear that of ourselves we can’t be saved from our past; we can’t now do what is right; we can’t speak true wisdom, nor answer anyone's questions with any certainty of being right. We have no power to conquer sin in our lives, so that we might live godly lives, as we’re commanded in the Word. (Tit 2:11-12) We can’t walk in holiness, which we must do, if we are to see the Lord. (Heb 12:14-15) In simple English, there isn't one single thing we can do of ourselves in these areas. (Rom 7:15, 19&24)

It’s no use trying in our own strength to be good, pure and holy, we’ll only fail, and be discouraged; no use in thinking we can figure out what’s right. (Is.55:6-9)  Repentance from dead works means, in essence, we must stop trying, and start trusting (Phil.4:13, Is.30:15); start trusting God to do as he says in his Word (Heb.13:5-6, Num.23:19, Tit.2:13-14, Rom.8:1-4), and stop trying to do for ourselves.
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